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CHIEF PLUMBING INSPECTOR
KIND OF WORK:  This is difficult and advanced field and office inspectional work in supervising the enforcement of codes and ordinances which govern plumbing and related installations.

DISTINGUISHING FEATURES OF THE WORK:  An employee in this class is responsible for examining and approving the more complex plans and blueprints for plumbing installations, making complex field inspections of work in progress for compliance with plumbing codes and regulations and for supervising and training inspectors.  Work is performed independently under the general supervision of the Inspection Services Director or the Director of Urban Development.  Supervision is exercised over subordinate inspectors and clerical employees.

EXAMPLES OF WORK:  (Any one position may not include all of the duties listed nor do the listed examples include all tasks which may be found in positions of this class.)  Plans, assigns and supervises the work of plumbing inspectors; reviews and examines complex plans and specifications for plumbing and related installations for compliance with the local plumbing code; makes final interpretations of plans and specifications; issues permits for plumbing installations; advises subordinates in the solution of inspectional problems; makes field inspections of the more complex existing and new plumbing installations; meets with engineers, contractors, and home owners to evaluate, advise, and solve complex plumbing problems; interprets and develops the local plumbing ordinances; assists the Deputy Director with the implementation of polices and procedures for the department; performs the duties of the Deputy Director in his or her absence; composes memoranda, letters, and reports; advises plumbers and contractors of the interpretation of the more difficult sections of the plumbing code; investigates complaints regarding defective plumbing and related regulations; keeps records of plumbing permits issued and inspections; works closely with other inspectional divisions and related agencies; operates vehicles safely; performs related work as required.

ESSENTIAL REQUIREMENTS OF THE WORK:  Thorough knowledge of the methods and practices involved in installing, repairing and maintaining a variety of plumbing installations, equipment and appliances; thorough knowledge of standard testing devises used in discovering possible defects or faults in plumbing systems and appliances; thorough knowledge of local plumbing codes and related ordinances; ability to devise effective corrective measures; ability to understand and work from construction and plumbing blueprints, drawings and diagrams; ability to train and develop employees; ability to operate vehicles safely; ability to establish and maintain effective working relationships with subordinates, building owners, contractors, craftsmen and appliance dealers and others.

MINIMUM QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS:  Graduation from a standard senior high school, or the successful completion of the General Educational Development (GED) test, supplemented by two years of trade school or college course work in plumbing and a minimum of three years experience at the level of a Plumbing Inspector II; or a combination of education and experience equivalent to these requirements.

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS:  Must possess a valid driver’s license from state of residence.  Possession of a current Master Plumber certificate issued by the State of Alabama Plumbers and Gas Fitters Examining Board.
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