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VETERINARIAN'S ASSISTANT
KIND OF WORK:  This is routine work in collecting specimens and samples for laboratory analysis.

DISTINGUISHING FEATURES OF THE WORK:  An employee in this class is responsible for observing greyhounds for any unusual behavior before, during and after races and for collecting specimens and samples for laboratory analysis before and after all races.  Work is performed under the direct supervision of a licensed veterinarian.  No supervision is exercised over others.  The incumbent is expected to work shifts and may be required to lift objects weighing up to thirty pounds.

EXAMPLES OF WORK:  (Any one position may not include all of the duties listed nor do the listed examples include all tasks which may be found in positions of this class.)  Ensures that only authorized and licensed individuals handle dogs in secured area; collects and documents specimen samples for testing; calculates or estimates amount in sample; files documented samples; assists Veterinarian in securing urine samples after last races; fills out specimen sample card; ensures that all specimens and samples collected are properly identified; notifies supervisor of any apparently sick dogs; requisitions and maintains inventory of necessary supplies and equipment; prepares specimens for laboratory testing; confers and works with owners, trainers and helpers; maintains a clean work area; orders supplies and materials; performs related work as required.

ESSENTIAL REQUIREMENTS OF THE WORK:  Some knowledge of basic arithmetic; some knowledge of filing practices and procedures; some knowledge of record keeping and report writing; ability to work with canine animals; ability to follow oral and written instructions; ability to establish and maintain effective working relationships with animal owners, trainers, track employees and the general public.

MINIMUM QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS:  Graduation from a standard senior high school, or the successful completion of the General Educational Development (GED) test, and preferably a minimum of one year's experience in working with canines; or a combination of education and experience equivalent to these requirements.
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